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ABSTRACT

Life History
of One of the First Female Graduates of the Four-year Elementary School Course
of the Faculty of Education at Shimane University:
The Case of SHIMADA Tokuko, Who Was Born and Raised in Karafuto

and Became an Elementary School Teacher in Shimane Prefecture

SHIMADA Hiroshi

The purpose of this paper is to interview a woman who was one of the first female graduates
of the four-year elementary school course of the Faculty of Education at Shimane University, to find
out what kind of environment she was born and raised in, and what kind of school and family life
she had as an elementary school teacher, and how she lived after retiring.

In compiling her life, I divided it into four parts: (1) her childhood life in Karafuto, (2) her
student life after repatriation, (3) her life as an elementary school teacher, and (4) her life after
retirement. At that time, I tried to ask her to share her personal experiences in chronological order as
much as possible, and to situate her talk within the social context of historical backgrounds such as
World War II, the period of high economic growth, as well as trends in education such as the revision
of the Courses of Study. I also tried to link her story to contemporary issues such as the Soviet
invasion, the gender disparity in the teaching profession, the increasing number of busy teachers, the
nature of followership in teacher groups, and the improvement of teacher qualifications.

As aresult, it turned out that her life is quite unique and has high documentary value. Therefore,
this paper is expected to serve as a versatile resource in various research fields such as women's
history, history of teachers, history of school education, history of war, social history, gender theory,

area studies, etc.

<Key Words >
Repatriation from Karafuto
First Female Graduate of the Four-year Elementary School Course of the Faculty of Education
at Shimane University

Elementary School Teacher
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