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Chinese female skilled migrants’ life careers: a case study in Japan

mCE - RAER T
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This paper explored how Chinese female skilled migrants developed their life
careers in Japan, based on the interview data of 8 Chinese female international
students who finished the higher education and entered the domestic labor market.
There found the following three life career development patterns: Type I focused on
their vocational development and tried hard on accumulating professional skills and
knowledge with the social support from their personal networks into and beyond the
workplace; Type II gave the gender roles and the family life priority over the work
career development, not only because they did not obtain the worthwhile work but
also they had a non-negotiable plan for their life events before entering the workplace;
Type III failed to develop the whole life careers in Japan due to encountering many
gender and cultural barriers within the workplace and on their family and personal
lives, and thus they planned to go back to their homeland. These results contribute to
enriching our understanding of Chinese female migrants in contemporary Japanese
cultural context because most skilled migrants’ studies in Japan only considered the
significance of the vocational developments and also ignored the gender differences.
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