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Work and the role performed by wives of owner-managers
: A historical analysis of a textile town in Hokuriku region

B B
Saori Miyashita

Japanese wives of owner-managers often work in their family businesses. Their
work and lifestyle have long been investigated and the effect of business size on their
engagement in the business is found. However, how and why the size of enterprise has

an influence on the wife's work and role remains unexplained. This study examines
wives engagement in the business of varying sizes to explore the determinant factors
which make them to be family workers, instead of full time housewives. The data are
based on archival materials held by a local textile cooperative in Hokuriku region,
famous as the biggest textile industry area, as well as on in-depth interviews of textile
mill owner’s families (N=25) and a retired staff of the cooperative among others,
exploring their situations between the 1950s and the mid 1980s. This research suggests
that 1) smaller firms were structurally needed to mobilize owner’s family members
including wives in search for stability of business; 2) bigger firms could afford to stay
owner's wives at home; 3) wives' situations were affected by family choice. These
findings advance our understanding on family workers as well as family business in

Japan.

¥ —17— F : Family workers (F&fit¥), Women in management (ZCUEHR),
Textile industry (Fk%)
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Developing a Syllabus Focusing on Women's Life Planning
: Its Practice and Evaluation in the Career Education

EH mf - #%H HoT
Naoko Osada - Yukiko Yabuta

This study describes the process of development and evaluation of a class called
"Women and Career" in the women's junior college in Nagano. The class was offered in
2011 and 2013, and 121 and 45 students participated respectively. Life planning was a
main concept for syllabus design since we see the word "career" as a person's progress
through a phase of life, not merely an occupation or profession. Three activities were
used to help students design their career: role model research, financial planning, and
completing a career development sheet. From the analysis of students’ comments and
questionnaires, these activities are all found to be effective for their life planning.
Through role model research, the students found the importance of having courage to
take action, maintaining a life vision, and support team members. Their views on
“career” have changed greatly during the course. Before the class started, not so many
students had positive images about women's career, however, they could see their
career more positively and diversely after the course. From the analysis of final reports,
diversity of work style, possibility of women's ability, and importance of planning were
top the three aspects the students thought to be important in their career. This implied
that this course syllabus played a positive role for fostering the mind set for career

designing.

F—177— N ! life planning (54 775> =>7%), role model (T—IVET)),
career development (F 1) 7IEK)
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Study on a labor force participation rate of French women

b R

Sumie Inoue

France shows an interesting trend in that the labor force participation rate by age
group of women has transited from an M-shape curve to a trapezoid whereas it
maintains its total fertility rate in a high level. In the background of this trend, we can
see some major factors such as increase in the number of part-time work or
unemployment. In France, the government established part-time work in a legal
framework and promoted it as a voluntarily chosen part-time work. Under these
cercumestances, the number of part-time workers increased and contributed to
changing the curve of the labor force participation rate. The labor force participation
rate of French women, however, may have not increased as believed in Japan if a full-
time equivalent employment rate is considered. The part-time work in France results in
raising superficially the participation rate by several percents while keeping a full-time
equivalent employment rate in a same level. Considering that the part-time work in
France has improved the curve of the labor force participation rate and may provide
French women with different fashons of living, we may study introducing a part-time

work to Japan to realize a variety of work-life balances of Japanese women.

¥ — 17— K : Labor force participation rate by age group ((E#GRSFR A7 @),
Full-time equivalent (7 )V % 1 A$5),
Part-time work ($— ¥ A4 A5 #)
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