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Social Researches on Women and Career in Postwar Japan:
Applying Socio-cultural Network Analysis

Fumiya Onaka

This paper discusses general trends of social researches on women and
career in postwar Japan, especially after 1975, based on both qualitative and
quantitative analysis of the RIWAC - DA. Frequency analysis shows the overwhelming
importance of qualitative methods with some emphasis of qualitative methods after
1990’s, and some replacements of research undertakers, for example, from local and
national governments in 1970-80’s to universities in 2000's. Text analysis of research
titles reveals changes in relative importance of various concepts related to gender, life,
labor, and so on. Socio-cultural network analysis, which includes both cultural
elements and social actors as nodes, highlights dramatic changes of relations between
concepts or between concepts and actors. For example, the concept of ‘career’ was
originally connected mainly to the ‘work’ and family’ related concepts in 1970-80’s, but
it has had connections with the ‘women’ related concepts and has also been brought
closer to universities as research undertakers since 1990's.
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