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The Meaning of Career Development for Women :

Learn from the Ayako Ohba’s Survey
Masami Iwata

The concept of career has been defined as not just occupational career but the
combination and sequence of roles played by a person during the course of lifetime.
However, the career development during the life course has been usually studied
around occupational career, because the study has been based male model. Ayako
Ohba brought up a question in her social survey on women'’s career development in the
1970s. She insisted that women’s trajectory of career were very different from men’s
and women often remained early stage of development.

In this paper, I try to outline major Japanese social surveys that focus on
women’s career development from the RIWAC social survey archives. Then, I review
the Ohba’s survey to consider what research framework is required for the study of
women’s career development.
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