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University's Educational Challenge to Develop Leadership Skills of Women
Through the Course of “Business Leadership” at Women's University

R
Toru Anzai

In Japan more women leaders are expected to play active roles especially in
economic and political areas since the Global Gender Gap Index by the World
Economic Forum shows Japan's backwardness. In 2012, G Women's University started
the course called “Business Leadership”. Its aims are not focused on ostensible
knowledge but substantial change in behavioral practice. The characteristics are as
follows; discussion, manner, communication, self-reflection, experience-based
approach, group work and homework. For examples, the homework required students
to face some challenges, deal with their emotions, and create innovative ideas every
week. After consecutive sessions for several months, the students seemed to show
dramatic changes. “I would like to demonstrate leadership at the maximum.” “I
realized that I can change the society.” “I look forward to the future and my life.” “I
feel the expectation to create the future by myself.” “It was the brand-new course
which has never existed in Japan.” “It was the most fruitful course.” There was a
strong sense of the students’ unlimited possibility to become leaders. The course of
“Business Leadership”, based upon human education, suggested that its method was
similar to the concept of “feminist pedagogy”. Finally I would like to point out that

more “feminine leadership” is required as the globalization spreads rapidly worldwide.
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