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Work and the role performed by wives of owner-managers
: A historical analysis of a textile town in Hokuriku region

B B
Saori Miyashita

Japanese wives of owner-managers often work in their family businesses. Their
work and lifestyle have long been investigated and the effect of business size on their
engagement in the business is found. However, how and why the size of enterprise has

an influence on the wife's work and role remains unexplained. This study examines
wives engagement in the business of varying sizes to explore the determinant factors
which make them to be family workers, instead of full time housewives. The data are
based on archival materials held by a local textile cooperative in Hokuriku region,
famous as the biggest textile industry area, as well as on in-depth interviews of textile
mill owner’s families (N=25) and a retired staff of the cooperative among others,
exploring their situations between the 1950s and the mid 1980s. This research suggests
that 1) smaller firms were structurally needed to mobilize owner’s family members
including wives in search for stability of business; 2) bigger firms could afford to stay
owner's wives at home; 3) wives' situations were affected by family choice. These
findings advance our understanding on family workers as well as family business in

Japan.

¥ —17— F : Family workers (F&fit¥), Women in management (ZCUEHR),
Textile industry (Fk%)
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