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A Japan-Korea comparative study on female university students’ attitudes towards
marriage and occupational career with a focus on the effects of globalization

Wil #r
Hiroko Nishikawa

This study considered the differences in female university students’ attitudes
towards marriage and occupational career between Japan and Korea with a view to
getting a hint on career education and support.

I administered a questionnaire survey to students of Ewha Womans University
(Ewha) and Japan Women's University (JWU), asking about their attitudes on labor,
marriage, gender ideology, adaptability to global society, among others.

The results indicate that students of Ewha are adapted to global society and wish
to find professional jobs or civil worker positions. In addition, when it comes to second
career choices, 20 percent more students want to set up their own businesses or be self-
employed than when they do their first career choices.

In contrast, students of JWU attach importance to getting employed as office clerks,
and this attitude strengthens further at their second career choices.

Behind this difference lies the fact that employment is much more unstable in
Korea than in Japan. As a consequence, students of Ewha put much more importance
to their own individual career development than their counterpart. In comparison,
students of JWU still maintain Japanese workers' traditional reliance on stable
employment.

However, globalization is getting momentum in Japan too, and employment will
become more unstable. Therefore, it is necessary for future career education and
support in Japan to put more importance to students’ individual career options such as

professional jobs, self-employment and entrepreneurship.

F— 17— K : career education (¥ ¥ 7#FE). entrepreneur ship (F£3).
globalization (7 1 —/3)L1k)
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